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The name Monarch was chosen because of its 

familiarity to K-3 children and to symbolize the growth, 

change and freedom that becoming a reader brings. 

The Monarch is designed to encourage children to read 

critically and become familiar with children's books, 

authors and illustrators. 
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Just the thought of Eid makes Amira warm and tingly 
inside. From wearing new clothes to handing out goody 
bags at the mosque, Amira can't wait for the festivities 
to begin. But when a flier on the fridge catches her 
eye, Amira's stomach goes cold. Not only is it Eid, it's 
also school picture day. If she's not in her class picture, 
how will her classmates remember her? Won't her 
teacher wonder where she is?

Though the day's celebrations at the mosque are 
everything Amira was dreaming of, her absence at 
picture day weighs on her. A last-minute idea on the 
car ride home might just provide the solution to 
everything in this delightful story from acclaimed 
author Reem Faruqi, illustrated with vibrant color by 
Fahmida Azim.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/hUzSiDA8ucU
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Grub is a lonely racoon. Rumbling in the trash. Looking for 
food.

Seed is, well, a seed! Patiently waiting in the trash. Hoping 
someone will plant it.

When the two finally meet, they realize they might be able 
to help each other! Grub has just one big question first: 
What will Seed grow? Could Seed grow Grub's favorite food, 
mouthwatering cheeseburgers? Seed isn't sure what a 
cheeseburger is exactly, but . . . maybe!

And so begins a hilarious friendship following two unlikely 
strangers learning more about the other and discovering 
the pressure that comes with fulfilling expectations. 
Author-illustrator Monica Arnaldo will leave readers 
giggling and clamoring for more in this charming story that 
celebrates the unexpected--and how the most special 
friendships bloom only when we are unapologetically 
ourselves.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/5GAwmRG4tvE
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When Bilal’s father begins to make the South Asian 
legume stew, Bilal and his friends Morgan and Elias are 
eager to help, but Abu tells them, “This dish takes 
patience.…This dish takes time.” The children choose 
to make chana daal (with split chickpeas) and line up 
the spices: turmeric, chili, cumin. But when Morgan and 
Elias wonder aloud why the daal “looks” and “smells” 
funny, Bilal becomes concerned that his friends won’t 
like his favorite food at all. The daal simmers all 
day—as Bilal, Morgan, and Elias play hopscotch, swim, 
and hike and other friends join them—and once the sun 
begins to set, Bilal’s father calls them all home. They 
break naan around the table and share the steamy, 
soupy, garlicky, salty, sweet, creamy daal. “Bilal, you 
were right—daal tastes great!” they say.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/r9klBH54P54
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This informational picture book begins with an image of a 
bridge, which will carry cars, under construction. The 
additional image of a bear under the bridge helps readers 
immediately consider how animals can travel safely, 
especially when humans have encroached on or even taken 
away their natural habitats. Luckily, engineers around the 
world have been creating innovative solutions.

Other examples include tightropes that allow monkeys to 
travel above roads in Costa Rica, elevated pathways for 
pangolins to cross over Singapore expressways, and tiny 
crawl spaces for spotted salamanders to shimmy under 
Massachusetts streets. A concluding map pinpoints the 
crossing locations and presents more facts about each one. 
A lovely look at how STEM is solving problems and saving 
animals.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/7S0vXfmeXp8
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An old dog has to welcome a new puppy to the 
household, in this chapter book by #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Katherine Applegate.

Doggo is used to things being a certain way in his 
family. He likes routine. Cat says he's become boring. 
That is, until Pupper shows up!

Pupper is playful and messy, and turns the house 
upside down. Soon, the humans realize that Pupper 
needs some training, and off he goes to puppy school.

When Pupper comes back, he's well-behaved. He's not 
playful. He's not messy. But Doggo soon realizes that 
Pupper also isn't happy. So Doggo steps in to help, and 
rediscovers what it means to have fun.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/zZwyAhHwiDU
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Meet Doug, an ordinary kid who doesn't like hugs, in this fun 
and exuberant story which aims to spark discussions about 
bodily autonomy and consent--from author Carrie Finison 
and the #1 New York Times bestselling illustrator of The 
World Needs More Purple People, Daniel Wiseman.

Doug doesn't like hugs. He thinks hugs are too squeezy, too 
squashy, too squooshy, too smooshy. He doesn't like hello 
hugs or goodbye hugs, game-winning home run hugs or 
dropped ice cream cone hugs, and he definitely doesn't like 
birthday hugs. He'd much rather give a high five--or a low 
five, a side five, a double five, or a spinny five. Yup, some 
people love hugs; other people don't. So how can you tell if 
someone likes hugs or not? There's only one way to find 
out: Ask Because everybody gets to decide for themselves 
whether they want a hug or not.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/6EJbFjtbPT4
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Turtles are found on every continent EXCEPT Antarctica. 

But not for long! Follow along as a rogue group of 

determined animals embark on an adventure (and defy 

their flustered narrator in the process) in this funny animal 

picture book for kids! When the narrator explains that 

turtles are found on every continent except Antarctica, one 

determined turtle sets out to prove him wrong. After 

recruiting other non-Antarctic animals along the 

way—much to the narrator's dismay—turtle and his friends 

travel through fields, forests, and cross an entire ocean to 

reach their goal. But what exactly do they do once they get 

there? This nature-documentary-gone-wrong is a gleefully 

funny lesson in determination, and includes educational 

backmatter and lots of animal fun facts!

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Hh9RDNRY9UQ
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Are you ready to WRESTLE? Don't miss Friday Night 

Wrestlefest, a bedtime book inspired by WWE 

professional wrestling that will wear kids out before 

they go to bed.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it's Friday night, and these kids 

are ready to wrestle Join Dangerous Daddoo as he 

dishes out some serious moves to get the kids ready 

for bed. But what happens when Flying Mom Bomb 

gets home from work? Are the kids toast?

https://www.youtube.com/embed/hdXBC5vKznE
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All the characters are soft-edged anthropomorphic 
animals: a taunting hyena, a snail speeding past a 
sloth, two ancient tortoises. In Wohnoutka’s light 
gouache illustrations, the many full-bleed spreads and 
careful use of white space keep the tone friendly and 
focused. Without ever feeling preachy or prescriptive, 
the calm, even, nonjudgmental tone reminds readers 
that “apologizing can be hard,” but it’s important to be 
sincere and simple without making excuses. The 
perfect balance of humor and gravity delivers the 
message in an appealing way, and even the most 
outlandish scenarios are accessible. Most of the 
scenes are entire little stories in and of themselves 
while a couple have slightly longer resolutions. 
Children and adults alike can see themselves in both 
the aggrieved party and the wrongdoer, all presented 
with understanding and compassion.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/gQylOdl0ivI
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Meet some of the wackiest creatures under 
the sea--creatures that look like 
food--through eye-catching photos and 
engaging text. This funny, informative book 
introduces readers to the egg yolk jellyfish, 
the lettuce sea slug, the chocolate chip sea 
star, and many more Accessible text and 
engaging photos make this a very fun read.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/BYBvLSPjReI
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Iris loves to push the elevator buttons in her 
apartment building, but when it's time to share the 
fun with a new member of the family, she's pretty 
put out. That is, until the sudden appearance of a 
mysterious new button opens up entire realms of 
possibility, places where she can escape and 
explore on her own. But when she's forced to 
choose between going at it alone or letting her 
little brother tag along, Iris finds that sharing a 
discovery with the people you love can be the 
most wonderful experience of all

https://www.youtube.com/embed/r4ozabkoT1U?start=16
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Each of us, from the day we're born, is 
accompanied by a special companion--the Yet. 
Can't tie your shoes? Yet! Can't ride a bike? 
Yet! Can't play the bassoon? Don't worry, Yet is 
there to help you out. The Magical Yet is the 
perfect tool for parents and educators to turn 
a negative into a positive when helping 
children cope with the inevitable difficult 
learning moments we all face. Whether a child 
or an adult, this encouraging and uplifting 
book reminds us that we all have things we 
haven't learned...yet!

https://www.youtube.com/embed/c-owlWJcDXY?start=15
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Harpreet Singh has a different color for every 
mood and occasion, from pink for dancing to 
bhangra beats to red for courage. He 
especially takes care with his patka-his 
turban-smoothing it out and making sure it 
always matches his outfit. But when Harpreet's 
mom finds a new job in a snowy city and they 
have to move, all he wants is to be invisible

https://www.youtube.com/embed/SrIKNRSesN0
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Milo, a diminutive brown-skinned boy with round 
glasses and a lime-green hat, boards a subway train 
with his big sister. While she plays games on her phone, 
Milo studies people and imagines lives for them 
through his notebook and colored pencils. Robinson's 
art alternates between color-saturated, 
double-page-spread scenes of train activity and Milo's 
sketches. Milo sees a boy wearing a suit and draws him 
as a prince arriving at his castle; for a 
wedding-gown-clad passenger, Milo draws her 
imagined ceremony. He then reimagines and 
re-illustrates many of his scenes, intentionally looking 
at his subjects in a different way. Milo and his sister 
finally reach their destination: a detention center, 
where they visit their incarcerated mother (the boy on 
the subway who was wearing a suit is visiting someone, 
too). 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/CHVr6b8AX0A
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Saturdays are special. Ava's mother works every 
other day, but on her only day off, mom and 
daughter do all sorts of fun things—go to story 
hour, get their hair done, lounge in the park—and 
this Saturday is extra special because they have 
tickets for a one-night-only puppet show. But this 
Saturday gets off to a bad start and rolls downhill: 
the story hour is cancelled; their freshly done hair 
gets drenched by a puddle as a car speeds by; and 
worst of all, they arrive at the puppet show 
without their tickets. Ava's mom is heartbroken, 
but the little girl tells her not to worry: all 
Saturdays, even this one, are special "because I 
spend them with you."

https://www.youtube.com/embed/z4CBQAQkRIE
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A young Asian girl notices that her eyes look 
different from her peers'. They have big, round 
eyes and long lashes. She realizes that her 
eyes are like her mother's, her grandmother's, 
and her little sister's. They have eyes that kiss 
in the corners and glow like warm tea, crinkle 
into crescent moons, and are filled with stories 
of the past and hope for the future. Drawing 
from the strength of these powerful women in 
her life, she recognizes her own beauty and 
discovers a path to self love and 
empowerment

https://www.youtube.com/embed/ZtIljDiqg3M
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Nowadays, the Globetrotters are known more for trick 
moves and comical antics than competitive basketball, 
but it wasn’t always so. This picture-book biography 
focuses on the squad as a whole, beginning with their 
Chicago origins as the New York Harlem Globetrotters 
and touching generally on the the team’s inception, 
their barnstorming across the nation, and their road to 
becoming the most popular basketball team in the 
world.

Highlights how racism and segregation constrained the 
Globetrotters and how their success broke racial 
barriers, but the primary focus is on the delightful 
play of this ongoing line of talented athletes.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/TRU9F9wh4dY
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 If it’s not apparent from the cute, cuddly 
illustrations, Tiger is big, brave, and unafraid . . 
. except when it comes to worms. Slimy, wiggly 
worms, to be more precise. Tiger’s fear gets 
out of hand as he begins worrying about things 
that could potentially contain worms—a pot of 
flowers, an apple, a book—until he abandons 
them all, as well as his dignity, and runs off 
screaming. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/sWIWtWfjeL0
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A “Porky Panicker” what ifs his party plans to death. Pig is a 
kind, fun, and generous friend; all his friends think so, and 
they all feel pretty lucky to have Pig for a companion. One 
day, Pig is struck by the brilliant idea to throw a party, but 
then he comes down with an attack of the what ifs. Worst, 
“What if…no one really likes me at all?” A relieved smile 
ghosts over Pig’s face when he imagines cancelling the 
party. Though friend Mouse supports Pig in this decision, 
Mouse is behind the scenes working to return all the 
friendship Pig has showered on his friends, reassuring a sad 
Pig that “Things don’t stay gray for very long.” Indeed, Pig’s 
loyal friends prove that while sharing their own worries and 
fears with one another, thereby lessening their impacts. 
“What if I have the kindest, most generous and fun friends 
a pig could meet?” Pig happily concludes. Hunter’s simple, 
brightly colored illustrations keep the focus on the animal 
characters, each one drawn with just a few characteristic 
traits to enable species identification. What if you only 
imagined good what ifs?

https://www.youtube.com/embed/-E0_2kW-DWQ

